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“To Miss Milka Ternina, 
the Ideal Tosca in London“



Croatian National Theatre

• La bohème, 11 October 1898

• Madame Butterfly, 7 October 1910

• Tosca, 6 October 1911

• La Fanciulla del West, 28 October 1916



Milka T(e)rnina (Vezišće, 1863 – Zagreb, 1941)
• 1882: Zagreb

• 1883: Zagreb (Gounod, Verdi), Leipzig (Wagner, Weber, 
Rubinstein, Mozart, Neßler)

• 1884: Graz (Verdi, Halévy, Wagner, Meyerbeer, Gounod, 
Mozart, Marchetti, Marschner)

• 1885: Graz, Zagreb (Verdi, Meyerbeer), Graz (+ 
Beethoven, Bizet, Flotow)

• 1886: Graz, Zagreb (Verdi), Graz (+ Kaiser), Bremen
(Wagner, Verdi, Mozart, Marschner, Gounod, Meyerbeer, 
Thomas, Beethoven, Lortzing)

• 1887: Bremen (+ Spohr) Zagreb (Verdi), Berlin (Wagner), 
Bremen (+ Bizet, J. Strauss)

• 1888: Bremen (+ Weber)

• 1889: Bremen (+ Joncières), München (Meyerbeer, Verdi, 
Wagner), Bremen

• 1890: Bremen (+ Mendelssohn-Bartholdy, Händel), 
München (Wagner, Beethoven, Meyerbeer, Verdi, 
Gounod, Halévy, Weber, Chabrier, Neßler, Mozart)

• 1891: München (+ Cornelius, Lachner)

• 1892: München (+ Franchetti) 

• 1893: München (+ Bizet, Berlioz, Schjelderup, Mascagni)

• 1894: München, Zagreb (Lisinski, Leoncavallo, Beethoven, 
Zajc), München (+ Méhul, Smetana)

• 1895: München (+ J. Strauss), London (Wagner)

• 1896: Boston – New York (Wagner, Beethoven), 
München, Moscow (Wagner), München

• 1897: München (+ Schillings, Zemlinszky, Donizetti), 
Hamburg?

• 1898: München, Zagreb (Wagner, Verdi, Beethoven), 
München, London CG (Wagner, Beethoven), München

• 1899: München (+ Vogl), Bayreuth (Wagner), New York 
(Wagner, Meyerbeer)

• 1900: New York (Wagner, Beethoven, Mozart), London 
(Wagner, Beethoven, Puccini: Tosca), München, New York 
(Wagner, Beethoven)

• 1901: New York (Beethoven, Wagner, Puccini, Mascagni), 
London (Wagner, Puccini), München, New York (Wagner)

• 1902: New York (Puccini, Wagner, Mozart), München

• 1903: London (Wagner), New York (Puccini, Wagner)

• 1904: New York (Puccini, Wagner, Mozart, Beethoven), 
London (Wagner), München

• 1906: London (Wagner), München: 1 September 1906: 
last performance

• 1916: Zagreb (charity concert)



The Royal Opera House Covent Garden
production of Tosca with Milka Ternina

• 12 July 1900

• 16, 20 and 25 July 1900

• 22 June 1901



The London Premiere of Tosca:
Puccini, Fernando de Lucia, Antonio Scotti, Luigi Mancinelli



Percy Anderson’s costumes for Ternina’s Tosca, 1st act



Percy Anderson’s costumes for Ternina’s Tosca, 2nd act



Alla Eletta artista, Signorina Ternina (La Tosca ideale di 
Londra) con animo grato e grande ammirazione offre
Giacomo Puccini
Londra, 19. luglio ‘900



Metropolitan Opera, New York, Tosca, 4 Feb. 1901
Giuseppe Cremonini, Milka Ternina, Antonio Scotti



• 4 February 1901 

• Repeated 18 times on the same 
stage: 22, 28 February, 16 
March, 4, 11, 24 April 1901

• 3 and 7 January, 1, 17 February, 
11 March 1902 

• 2, 11, 19 December 1903 

• 4, 19 January, 25 March, 6 April 
1904

Tosca in Metropolitan Opera with Ternina; the
1903/04 season with Enrico Caruso



Milka Ternina as a 
Wagnerian singer
(Richard Wagner’s
Sängerkranz)



Tosca, one of Ternina’s highlights



Ternina on Lionel Mapleson cylinders




