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School Law enacted in 1874:

- free and compulsory primary education for
all children regardless of gender, agde,
economic status, origdin, or religious
affiliation

« the secularization of education

- the introduction of the Croatian languagde
as the official language of teaching

- the inclusion of Singing as a compulsory
subject in public schools

Singing contributed to.

child’s health, especially the health of the
respiratory organs

the language acquisition and in correcting
minor speech impediments

the quality of children’s play and
entertainment

a positive influence on personality,
soclalization, emotions, and morality )
(influence of J. H. Pestalozzi and J. F. Herbart) 4




The educational potential of Singing

- Lyrics
- The spirit of the nation
$\ N\ A @
= \ lbo //

National song

- a characteristic musical style inherent to the spirit of a particular
nation, present in both folk music and art music

» (oral-tradition) folk music = aesthetic and pedagogical ideal
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- music pedagogues sought a foundation for the aesthetic canon in folksf4

songs _ 4
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Children’s poetry for primary schools

« Teachers-poets
- pedagogical utilitarianism - pedagogically oriented poetry

- aesthetic expression was often sacrificed for educational purposes
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van Zajc (1832-1914)
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« the most prominent Croatian composer
of the second half of the 19th century
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educated at the Milan Conservatory

- director of the opera, director of the
music school in Zagreb, singing
teacher, conductor, choir director

- composer, with an oeuvre comprising
more than 1,000 works

Milozvuk [Sweet Sound] ig7s, 1804
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I intended to spread folk music and to fill the child’s heart with sonds — folk songds,
by no means foreign or inappropriate, not contrary to the nature of our children.




Norms advocated by the music pedagogues

- lively and cheerful character
- major keys
- 2/4 (or 4/4) time

+ sorrowful eharaeter
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Franjo Kuhac (1834-1911)

Pjevanka [Songbook], 1885

minor keys and modes alongside major
5/8 and 6/8 time

irregular phrasing, fragmentary structure
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Zajc’s songs analysis

6/8 time
20%

TIMES
3/8 time
3/4 time 2%
9%

4/4 time
36%

2/4 time
33%

Classification of Songs by Gender

Both
58%

Girls

Boys
29%




[In the Evening]
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[School Song]




[ The Heroic Pupil]
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[Oh and Woe]
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[Three Bunches
(of Flowers)|]
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Conclusion on Zajc’s songs

Pedagogical
utilitarianism:
underutilization of minor keys
the lack of modulations and
chromatic alterations
regular phrasing
2/4 and 4/4 time
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Gender roles: Folk songs:
Male - chromatic alterations, modality
broken chords in the melody, irregular phrasing
accentuation, characteristic kolo (dance)
rhythmic patterns, wider
ranges of character and tempo,
triple meter, triplets, irregular
phrasing
Female - duple meter, lyrical
melodies, absence of chromatic
alterations, lack of triple
meter, limited melodic leaps
and broken chords, moderato
tempo
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